Research Guide: Grades 7 & 8

Introduction- What is Research?

ResearchProject Planner

Terms to KnowVhen Dbing Research

The Research Topic

Creating Keywords for Research

Creating a ThesBtatement

Sources for Research

UsingOnline Databases for Research

Creating a Destiny AccouhtUsing Webpath Expresath Quest

Evaluating Websites

Guidelines to Preventl&yiarism

Strateqy of Note dking: Scan and Paraphrase

Scanning an Article

NoodletoolgGetting Started if required by your teacher

Note Page Organizerif required by your teacher

Outline Worksheet

ParentheticalCitations
What Is a Works Cited Page?
Creating a Works Cited Page wiicrosoft Word

Collecting Bibliographic Information for a Works Cited Page

Sample Citations

Putting t All Together: the mechanics

Turnitin.comcif required by your teacher

Sample Research Paper




Introduction

This booklet is designed to guide you through the steps of developing a research paper or
project. Youteacher and your librarian will be working closely with you to determine the
following:

What topic statement or thesis is acceptable
How many sources are required

Where to find your sources

What the final project will be

What date the project is due

What the penalty for late submission will be
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What is research?

Research is how you find the answers to all kinds of questions about all kinds of topics.
Working along with your teacher and the librarian you will use this research guide to take you
stepbystei KNP dzZIK (GKS LINRPOS&da 2F AdaR2AYy3I NB&SIF NOK®E

You will find yourself wondering about ideas, formulating questions and deciding upon a topic
statement or thesis that states your position.

You will formulatekeywordsearch terms and use them to investigate and search authoritative
sources for irdepth facts and evidence.

You will draw conclusions from the evidendevelop an opinioand organize your findings to
support your position or argument.

Finally, you will gpress your ideas and share your findings with others.

Requirements:

MLA7 format for written papers

Works Cited Page for all papers or projects

Use of Authoritative Sourcessee Sources for Research
Manila Envelope or folder tkeep your work organized
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Research Project Planner

Name: Teacher:
Period:

This sheet is to be handed in with your completed research assignment.

My Research topic:

The three sources | will be checking ifiormation are:

My finished research project will be: (a written paper, oral presentation and/or multimedia
project)

# of pages/slides

Other requirements:

Turnitin.com: class ID class enrollment password:

Noodletools: user ID password

Password for Online Databases from home:

Due Dates:

Note Cards
Noodleols

Outline:

Final Project:

Presentation:

Additional:




Research PaperTerms to Know

Authoritative This means an arlie has been written by someone with
authority. Simply put: the article is reliable and the author is
considered trustworthy.

Body The body of your paper contains the main points from your
outline worksheet as well as the supporting evidence you foun
to support your argument or thesis statement. These can incl
statistics, important information about your topic, quotations,
paraphrases and your commentary. This is where you will wo
persuade your reader to adopt your viewpoint on your topic.

Condusion The conclusion is the last paragraph of your paper. Summariz
key points from your paper and provide final thoughts on your
topic. This is your last chance to remind your reader why he @
she should adopt your viewpoint. You can add a call foomca
solution to the issue you are addressing or end with a warning
to what could happen if your viewpoint is not adopted.

Direct Quotation 5ANBOG ljd20lGA2ya I NB 6KSy §
words inside your paper. You place double quatatmarks
around their words and add a parenthetiaatation after the

guotation.
Hook This is the first sentence of your research paper. It should gra
GKS NBFRSNRa GaSylirzyo , 20

or statistic, narration or desgtion as a hook. Avoid asking a
guestion or talking to the reader.

In-Text Citations Whenever you take information from your source and use it in
your paper, you must add an-text citation after your
information. This information may be written in your own word
a paraphrase, or added as a quotation. Either way, you must
an intext citation after the informatioror you are plagiarizing
An intext citation looks like this{Lee 205).¢ K S | dzii K 2
name or title if no author is provided and the page number (or
year if an online source), is included within the parenthesesir \
in-text citations will correspond to entries on your Works Cited

page.

Indirect Quotation Indirect quotations are not exact wordings but ratherplrasings
2NJ adzYYIF NASa 2F | y20iKSN LISNE
necessary to use quotation mkes. Howeverindirect quotations
still require parenthetical citationsand you will be committing
plagiarism if you fail to do sdndirect quotations are a form of
paraphrasing.




Research PaperTerms to Know

Informal Word Choice Your research paper is to be written in third pemsaDo not use
GLES aYSéEXT o SéET  Gspebificinfoamsdd o &
g2NR&az adzOK | ay GaddzFFésr af
GIdzeé > a2dzalés al gSaz2ySes €1
G211e¢X daz2Nli 2F&EI 0 gR&GKORETD
GRSTAYAGSE @4 ahYéZ YR a@SN
LOL, OMG etc.

Introduction The introduction is the first paragraph of your paper. It contair
your hook, background about your topic and what the reader v
learnin your paper, and will end with your thesis statement.

OPAC The Online Public Access Catalog located on the library webs
This is used to search for print materials, or to access Webpat
Express.

Paraphrase Paraphrasing involves putting a passagarfrsource material intg

your own words.A paraphrase must have a parenthetical
citation. Paraphrased material is usually shorter than the origi
passage, taking a somewhat broader segment of the source a
condensing it slightly.

Plagiarism YouplaglA 1T S 6KSy @2dz dzaS 20 KSNJ
paper without using proper parenthetical citations to show whe
you got the information. Sometimes, this is accidental or just
laziness. Intentional plagiarism occurs when you knowingly cc
andg 4GS FNRY GKS AyiSNYySiasz dz
an entire paper and use it as your own.

Primary Sources These include original writings by an author. It can be a book|
letter, a speech, documents that were recorded first hand.

SecondarySources These are sources that evaluate or criticize the primary source

Sources All articles used in your research should be reliable and from

authoritative sources. The library webpage is host to many on
databases, all of which are considenmstiable sources to locate
articles. The library media specialist will work with you to deciq
which work best for your project.

Thesis Statement Your thesis statement is the last sentence of your introduction
Your thesis statement will tell your readehat your position is
on the particular issue you are addressing. Itis a statement o
opinion which the entire work will support. Exampléhe
2OSNBKSEYAYT FLaoOAyl A2y oAl{
to resonate in the public consciousness nthea a century after
its sinking.The two most compelling factors which fuel this
obsession are the inferior materials that were used in the
O2yaiNHzOUOA2Y 2F GKS aKALI | YR
Controversy.




Research PaperTerms to Know

Topic Sentences Topic sentences arelAVAYS the first sentences of your body

paragraphs. They state what you are going to discuss in each
paragraph. Topic sentences MUST directly connect to your th
Topic sentences MUST answer one of the questions related t¢
your thesis statement and artypically your main points.

Works Cited The Works Cited page is usually the last page of your researc
paper. It contains a citation for all of your sources that you usg
your paper and the parenthetical citations in your research paj
will correspand to the sources on your Works Cited page.




The Research Topic

Your teacher will assign the research topic to you. It may be a generabtapimore specific
topic in the form of aopic statement If you are provided with a topic statement you can go
straight to theCreating Keywords for Reseambrksheet.

LF¥ &2dz FNB IAGSY | IASYSNIf G2LIAO o0& &2dzNJ G4SIO
down to a one that is researchabl&our teacher and the librarian will help you with the
process.

Narrowing Down a Topic

Disasters at Sea Too Broad
The Titanic Disaster Better
Causes of the Titanic Disaster Just Right

Creating a Topic Statement or Thesis

IfyourteacheA A @Sa @&2dz I a2dzad NAIKGE NbpicStatdwaam G2 LIA O
or thesis. As you do your research you will find information (evid@ribat supports thattopic

statementor thesis. Your teacher and librarian will help you with the process. See the example

below

This is not a thesis statement because

The Titanic sank because it hit an iceberg .
S is a known fact.

¢tKS 20SNBKSEt YAy TFI
fateful voyagecontinues to resonate in the
public consciousness more than a century
after its sinking. The two most compelling
factors which fuel this obsession are the
inferior materials that were used in the
construction of the ship and Captain Stanle
[ 2 NR Q & ian Qoritravargy Ny

This is just right. You will have to fin
evidence in your research to prove wk
or why not.




Creating Keywords for Research

Name: Teacher:
Period:

Write down your topicr topic statement:

Exploreyour topic by reading background materials (your textbook, online encyclopedias) or
explore your own knowledge, speak with others, including your teacher and librarian. Fill in five
guestions.

What are the important questions you need answered? Ask:tWaavhy? How? Should? So
what?

Circle the key or important words in your questions.
Investigatewith keywords

Use the important words circled in your questions to create your search terms:

Begin searching for information in the sources your librarian and teacher provided.



Creating a Thesis Statement

Name: Teacher:
Period:
Step 1 Fill in your Topiandposition below.

Step 2 Read through the sources you found by using your keywords. Read the articles using a
highlighter to focus and highlight the major ideas found in articles, paying attentigatto
position on your topic.

Step 3 Findmajor ideas withinyour sourcsthat supportyour positionon your topic. In your
own words and using complete sentences;tl& reasons or supporting facts about your topic.

Topic:

Position:

Reasons or Supporting Factsse complete sentencesThese will become the maingints in
your outline.

1.

Step 4:.Create your thesis statement.Use the reasons listed above to clarify (or change) your
position.




Sources for Research

When locating information for your project it is expected that you will use reliable
and authoritative sources. You will be guided and given detailed instruction bytheyli
media specialist on how to access the specific resources to locate articles on your topic.
Carefukesearchsimportant sinceyou mustprovethe thesisof your paperwith fads, ideas,

opinions,and/or statementsof others.

What are somepossible source? Where can they be located?

Destinyc¢ find print books,eBooksand authoritative websites
Destiny Webpath Expregsauthoritative websites

Online Databasesfind encyclopedias, reference articles, background information,
newspaper and magazine articles, critical essays, viewpoint essays,
scientific essays and more.

SavanhakaCHSDDnline DatabaseResources:

Elmont Librarg SR A | /O8liieD&tabixsas:
http://www.sewanhaka.k12.ny.us/Page/13725

FloralParkLibraryMedia/ Sy (hhm&EDatabases:
http://www.sewanhaka.k12.ny.us/Page/15980

H.FrankCareyLibraryMedia/ Sy (GhimEDatabases:
http://www.sewanhaka.k12.ny.us/domain/188

NewHydeParkLibraryMedia/ Sy (iGhimEDatabases:
http://www.sewanhaka.k12.ny.us/Page/13563

SewanhakaibraryMedia/ Sy (GhisEDatabases:
http://www.sewanhaka.k1zy.us/Page/13563

PublicLibraryOnline DatabaseResources: The following resources are available to
you as long as you have a public library card that is in good standing.

Elmont Public Library Online Floral Park Public Library Online
Databases: Databases:
http://www.floralparklibrary.org/all-databases

http://www.elmontlibrary.org/ref/databases.html

Franklin Square Public Library New Hyde Park Public Library

Online Databases: Online Databases:
http://www.nassaulibrary.org/hillside/databases.htm

http://www.franklinsquarepl.org/?page _id=152
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Using Online Databases for Researc
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) UXL Encyclopedia of U.S. History, 2009
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4 Plot Summary (1 fated voyage in 1912. Like most companies, the WWhite Star Line was ahways ssarching for ways to
Websites (2
@ The Titanic

& Videos (103 St James Encyclopedia of Popular Gulture, 2000
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When Technology Fails, 2008
Save  Updated: April 1, 2008

A state-of-the-art ocean liner sank after hitting an icsberg. A state-of-the-art ocean liner sank after hitting an iceberg
Background On the night of April 14, 1912, the White Star Line's RMS Titanic, on her maiden...
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Look through the resultsf your search to find an appropriate
source.



Search Results | Document

Titanic Disaster

U*X*L Encyclopedia of U.S. History, 2009 &
113

The pride of the British-owned White Star Line, the Titanic was the largest ship ever built when it made its first, ill
-fated voyage in 1912. Like most companies, the White Star Line was always searching for ways to outperform
the competition. Their main rival at the time was Cunard, the company that manufactured the doomed Lusitania
(sunk by the Germans in 1917) and the Mauritania. Both Cunard ships were impressive in terms of speed. Their
engines were state of the art, the finest produced at that time. White Star Line's president, J. Bruce Ismay (1862—
1937), was confident, however, that he could produce a vessel that would be bigger, heavier, and more luxurious
than any ship to date.

Deemed indestructible
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White Star Line's plan to surpass its competition produced the Titanic. At 883 feet (269.1 meters, or /5 mile)

When you are looking at a source, you have many options. Yo
listen to the article as you read along. You can print the article
mail the article to yourself. You can use the dictionary to look L
anywords you need help with.

Citation Tools x

Note: While the data elements for the following citations have been
formatted to meet the latest citation standards set forth by the respective
agencies, these citations provide the available publication data for the
document cited and should only serve as a guide and not as a replacement
for the latest guidebooks or those required by your instructor. Please refer
to the provided examples for proper formatting.

(Note: Gale does not supply or support third party bibliographic citation I n
generating software.)
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"Titanic Disaster." U*X*L Encyclopedia of U.S. History. Sonia Benson, Daniel E. Brannen, Jr., and Rebecca Valentine. Ed. Lawrence W. Baker and Sarah Hermsen. Vol. 8. Detroit: UXL, 2009. 1561-1564. Gale Student

sources In Context. Web. 14 Feb. 2013, /

Document URL
http/ic.galegroup. com/ic/suic ReferenceDetailsPage/ Referenceletais w mam e
query=&prodld=SUIC &displayGroupName=R eference&limiter=& source=& disableHighlighting=false& displayGroups=&sortBy=&search_within_results=&action=2&catld=&activityType=&documentld=GALE%
7CCX3048900614&userGronpName=new34598&sid=29bcbf4ab952155155aca%a40043da80
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The database will create the citation for you. You can then copy
paste it into a Word document. You walhly need the top section.
Do not include the Document URL.



HOW TO CREATE YOUR OWN ACCOUNT ON DESTINY QUEST

Open the Destiny Quest and click on Create Account in the upper right
corner,

1.Enter your last name and student ID barcode number, and then
click Next.

2.Enter your birth date. Select the month, day, and year, and
then click Next.

3.Enter your user name: your school network log in
4.Enter your password : your student ID
Enter your password again to confirm it.

5. If you don't have an email address on file already, you can
enter that also.

6. When you are done, click Save.

Destiny automatically logs you in with your new user name and
password. You use the new user name and password to log in
from now on.

If you already have a user name in your account, the message,
Patron account already exists, appears. In this case, you will need
to have an administrator update your user name and password for

you.








































































